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ANIMAL CARE
DUTIES 

ALBERTA’S ANIMAL
PROTECTION ACT
RESPONSIBILITIES OF AN 
ANIMAL CARETAKER

A person who owns or is in charge of an 
animal:

a.  must ensure that the animal has 
adequate food and water,
b.  must provide the animal with 
adequate care when the animal is 
wounded or ill,
c.  must provide the animal with 
reasonable protection from injurious 
heat or cold, and
d.  must provide the animal with 
adequate shelter, ventilation, and 
space.

The vision of the 
Alberta SPCA is that 
every animal in Alberta 
be treated humanely.

Alberta SPCA Peace Officers 
enforce the Animal Protection 
Act. A link to the full legislation 
can be found on our website;

www.albertaspca.org/animal-protec-
tion/legislation/apa/
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ANIMAL CARE DUTIES
Food should be wholesome, palatable, and free 
from contamination. It must be provided in suffi-
cient quantity and adequate nutritional value to 
maintain the animals in good health.

Diet must take into consideration the age, species, 
condition, size, and type of animal.

Animals should be fed at least once a day except 
as directed by a veterinary for the animal’s well-
being.

If more than one animal is fed at one time or in 
one place, it’s the responsibility of the owner or 
custodian to ensure each animal receives adequate 
food.

Depending on the severity of the condition, an 
animal may need emergency treatment, treatment 
within 48 hours, or ongoing monitoring.

An animal must be given immediate veterinary care 
if known to or suspected to have suffered an injury 
– accidental or deliberate – and is exhibiting any of 
the following signs:

Adequate water means drinkable water available 
for all animals.

Animals that are being worked or transported must 
be provided water as required for their comfort and 
health.

Frequency of watering must take into consider-
ation the age, species, condition, size, and type 
of animal. Activity levels and climate must also be 
taken into consideration.

All water receptacles should be of appropriate size 
and design for the animal. The receptacle should be 
positioned and affixed to prevent spillage and con-
tamination. Consult with a livestock supply store or 
pet store on best options.

Schedule an appointment with your veterinarian 
for an animal that exhibits the following signs;

Any condition that may cause an animal to appear 
sick or diseased over a period of time should be 
monitored and treated if necessary. This includes 
internal/external parasite control.

Any animal confined within a building must 
have access to a source of fresh air.

Any confined animal must be able to stand to 
their full height, lie down, and make normal 
postural adjustments.

Animals must not be confined to areas where 
temperatures will increase to extreme levels,  
for example, parked vehicles, cages, or kennels 
in direct sunlight, or unventilated buildings.

Animals must not be confined to areas where 
temperatures will fall to extreme cold levels.

All animals kept outdoors must have access to 
shelter that provides protection from weather 
conditions such as heat, cold, wind, precipita-
tion, or other inclement weather conditions.

The shelter must be well constructed and be 
species appropriate. Consideration must be 
given to the animal’s hair coat, age, and physical 
condition when determining whether available 
shelter is adequate.

Animals must be protected from extreme  
weather conditions.

REASONABLE PROTECTION FROM 
INJURIOUS HEAT OR COLD

ADEQUATE CARE WHEN
WOUNDED OR ILL

Adequate Food

Emergency Treatment

Ongoing Monitoring

Treatment within 48 Hours

Adequate Water

Heat

Cold

Adequate Shelter

Adequate Ventilation

Adequate Space

◊ shock
◊ significant swelling
◊ broken bones
◊ open wounds
◊ inability to eat or 
drink
◊ irregular or 
abnormal breathing

◊ disease
◊ infection
◊ abnormal discharge
◊ loss of appetite
◊ rapid weight loss
◊ abnormal skin 
condition or hair loss

◊ tremors
◊ temperature fluctuation
◊ inability to bear weight 
on a limb
◊ lameness
◊ any prolonged signs of 
illness

◊ partial or total paralysis
◊ irrational behaviour
◊ discharge or bleeding 
from an orifice
◊ persistent vomiting or 
diarrhea
◊ exhibiting signs of de-
bilitation weakness


